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To  THE 

RIGHT  WORSHIPFUL  THE  MAYOR,  ALDERMEN 
AND  COUNCILLORS  OF  THE  CITY  OF  HEREFORD 

The  Annual  Report  now  presented  deals  with  certain  aspects 
of  the  health  of  the  City  and  with  the  activities  of  the  Health 
Department  in  the  past  year. 

The  Report  has  been  prepared  jointly  by  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  myself  ; and  the  City  Surveyor  and  Water- 
works Engineer  has  provided  sections  on  water  supply,  sewerage, 
public  cleansing,  and  salvage.  I am  solely  responsible  for  the 
opinions  expressed  in  the  preamble.  The  senior  clerk,  as  is 
customary,  has  compiled  the  tables  from  departmental  statistics. 

Under  the  Sanitary  Officers  (Outside  London)  Regulations 
1935,  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  required  to  submit  a report 
each  year  to  the  Local  Authority  on  the  sanitary  circumstances, 
the  sanitary  administration,  the  vital  statistics,  and  any  other 
matters  upon  which  he  may  consider  it  desirable  to  report,  that 
duty  has  now  been  discharged,  somewhat  belatedly  unfortunately, 
for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1957. 

I.  F.  MACKENZIE, 

City  Medical  Officer  of  Health . 

Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall, 

Hereford. 
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PREAMBLE 

(a)  Cancer. 

Though  diseases  of  the  heart  and  blood  vessels  continue  to 
form  the  principal  cause  of  death,  when  deaths  at  all  ages  are 
considered,  it  will  be  seen  from  the  table  on  page  31  that  malignant 
neoplasms,  or  cancer  as  they  are  more  commonly  called,  constitute 
the  second  most  important  group  of  killing  diseases  in  Hereford 
City. 

It  will  be  recalled  that  in  my  report  for  1956  I made  some 
observations  on  physical  incapacity  and  death  arising  from  angina 
pectoris.  On  this  occasion  I think  I should  give  more  detailed 
consideration  to  deaths  from  malignant  neoplasms  of  which,  in 
their  various  forms,  there  were  77  in  the  year  now  under  review. 
The  previous  year  (1956)  there  were  64  such  deaths  ; and  in  1955, 
56  deaths.  In  terms  of  percentages,  there  was  a 12%  increase  in 
1956  as  compared  with  1955  ; and  in  1957,  a 10%  rise  over  the 
1956  total.  But  the  1956  figure  is  low  in  relation  to  the  yearly 
totals  for  the  decade  1947/57  which  ranged,  with  annual  variations 
up  and  down,  from  55  to  62.  So,  though  the  trend  in  Hereford 
City  over  the  past  ten  years  has  been  very  slowly  upwards,  the 
increase  has  not  been  nearly  so  great  as  in  England  and  Wales 
as  a whole,  where  in  1956,  for  example,  18,000  persons  died  of 
cancer  : about  twice  as  many  as  died  in  1946. 

Analysis  of  the  77  deaths  (40  males  ; 37  females)  in  1957, 
according  to  age  and  sex  reveals  that  nearly  a quarter  (17  deaths) 
were  of  persons  between  the  ages  of  50  and  65.  Three  deaths 
occurred  between  ages  40  and  50,  making  a total  of  twenty  deaths 
(11  male  ; 9 female)  at  ages  65  years  and  under.  Over  the  age 
of  65  there  were  therefore  55  deaths,  and  of  these  no  less  than  44 
were  of  persons  age  70  and  over,  there  was  no  preponderance  of 
cancer  deaths  in  either  sex  at  any  age. 

With  an  ageing  population,  an  increase  is  to  be  expected 
because  it  has  been  demonstrated  (and  our  data  appear  to  confirm 
it)  that  the  older  we  become  the  greater  is  the  likelihood  of  cancer 
developing.  A substantial  increase  such  as  ours  in  1957  is, 
however,  worthy  of  note,  particularly  when  one  bears  in  mind  the 
efficiency  of  modern  surgery  (if  the  disease  is  dealt  with  in  the 
early  stages)  and  the  proven  value  of  radiotherapy  and  bio- 
chemistry in  eradicating  or  controlling  even  deep-seated  disease 
and  thus  prolonging  life. 

It  should  be  realised  that  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer 
provides  no  real  indication  of  the  extent  of  the  occurrence  of  cancer 
nowadays.  There  are,  as  is  well-known  in  the  medical  profession, 
many  thousands  of  cured  cancer  cases  leading  useful  lives  in  the 
community.  Even  with  only  a partially  complete  cancer  regis- 
tration system,  it  is  known  that  about  70,000  new  cases  are 
confirmed  each  year  in  England  and  Wales. 
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With  earlier  diagnosis  and  constant  improvements  in  methods 
of  treatment,  the  counter-attacks  by  the  medical  profession  on 
malignant  neoplasms  are  gaining  in  effectiveness.  Stress  must 
therefore  be  placed  on  the  value  of  early  diagnosis  and,  in  that 
connection,  the  part  played  by  family  doctors  is  vital.  Wider 
knowledge,  among  persons  aged  40  years  and  over,  of  the  signs  of 
possible  malignant  disease  in  the  principal  sites  of  the  body, 
would  undoubtedly  bring  still  more  cases  to  the  notice  of  family 
doctors  at  a very  early  stage.  The  fears  that  have  been  expressed 
that  such  publicity  might  produce  a cancer-phobia  are  not,  I 
think,  well  founded.  A few  persons  with  neurotic  tendencies 
would  become  over-anxious,  but,  in  general,  as  people  become 
aware  that  cancer  can  be  cured,  a wider  knowledge  of  the  danger 
signals  would  lead  to  a visit  to  the  family  doctor  (should  some- 
thing suspicious  be  noticed),  and  prevent  valuable  months  being 
lost  through  ignorance. 

An  enormous  amount  of  research  into  the  causes  and  origins 
of  cancerous  growths  is  proceeding,  and  a lot  is  now  known  about 
cancer-stimulating  substances  such  as  benzpyrene  in  cigarette 
smoke.  These  carcinogenic  substances  have  the  capacity  to 
stimulate  uncontrolled,  rampant  growth  of  body  cells — cells  that 
up  to  that  time  have  grown  and  divided  day  in,  day  out,  under  the 
strict  control  of  some,  as  yet,  imperfectly  understood,  cell  control 
mechanism. 

Known  carcinogenic  substances  form  only  one  facet,  and 
possibly  a not  very  important  facet,  of  the  cancer  problem. 
Public  interest  in  another  aspect,  which  is  important  to  us  as  a 
local  authority,  was  roused  in  July  1957  by  the  statement  of 
Sir  Heneage  Ogilvie,  a former  president  of  the  Royal  College  of 
Surgeons,  that  cancer  does  not  occur  in  “ happy  people.”  It  has 
been  known  for  a very  long  time  that  the  onset  of  cancer  has,  not 
infrequently,  followed  soon  after  a disaster,  a bereavement,  a 
period  of  emotional  stress  or  an  accident.  1 his  occurs  so  often 
that  it  suggests  that  the  emotional  upset  removes  some  controlling 
force  that  has  hitherto  kept  in  check  the  tendency  to  an  uncon- 
trolled cancerous  growth  of  body  cells,  that  adults  over  the  age 
of  48  or  so  are  now  thought  to  possess.  Another  way  of  putting 
it  is  that  a zest  for  life  ; a consciousness  of  having  a part  to  play 
in  some  worthy  cause  or  great  endeavour  ; a personal  religious 
conviction  that  produces  a working  philosophy  for  coping  with  the 
ups  and  downs  of  life — these,  and  other  forms  of  what  for  want  of 
a better  word  have  been  called  happiness,  seem  to  have  the  power 
to  keep  malignant  growths  in  check.  It  is  all  very  mysterious  ; 
and  we  must  accept  the  implications  with  caution. 

Nevertheless,  if  there  is  truth  in  it,  we  as  a City  Council  have 
outstanding  opportunities  for  providing  at  least  some  of  the 
conditions  under  which  it  is  possible  for  people  to  live  happy, 
useful  lives.  In  point  of  fact,  almost  all  of  the  activities  of  the 
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Council  are  directed  to  that  end — from  the  provision  of  good, 
comfortable  houses  in  place  of  overcrowded,  substandard  dwell- 
ings, and  the  maintenance  of  public  health  in  all  its  aspects,  to 
increasing  the  beauty  of  our  city  and  doing  all  we  can  to  ensure 
full  employment  for  our  citizens. 

We  can  provide  the  framework,  the  rest  lies  with  parents,  the 
schools,  the  churches,  and  those  who,  in  a voluntary  or  official 
capacity,  help  to  mould  the  minds  of  the  young  ; thus  determining, 
largely,  their  emotional  reaction  when  faced  with  life’s  difficulties 
and  disappointments  as  adults. 

(b)  Noise. 

Though  we  are,  by  any  standards,  a quiet  city  for  one  that  is 
so  busy,  and  though  our  residents  across  the  river  are  in  exception- 
ally peaceful  surroundings,  yet  it  is  from  them  that  I receive  most 
complaints  about  noise.  Those  who  complain  are  almost  without 
exception  the  tenants  of  flats  ; and  the  complaints  relate  to  the 
penetration  of  noise,  vocal,  musical  or  from  feet,  from  adjoining 
flats,  either  overhead  or  on  the  same  floor.  It  would  appear  that 
noise  penetrates  much  more  readily  in  some  flats  than  in  others. 

It  is  well  recognised  in  industry  that  excessive  noise  produces 
nervous  irritability  and  loss  of  efficiency  in  some  individuals, 
while  other  persons,  working  under  identical  conditions,  are  not 
noticeably  disturbed.  Those  of  us  who  work  among  babies 
recognise  that  some  are  much  more  readily  upset  by  a sudden 
unexpected  noise  than  are  others.  In  the  same  way  some  adults 
are  hypersensitive  to  some  forms  of  noise  especially  in  the  evenings 
or  at  night,  when  physically  or  mentalfy  tired  after  a hard  day’s 
work,  and  they  are  made  unhappy  and  irritable  by  it,  though  they 
may  attempt  to  ignore  it.  Night  workers  who  sleep  during  the 
day  are  particularly  vulnerable  if  they  are  of  the  sound-sensitive 
type.  We  already  have  many  night  workers  among  our  tenants  ; 
and  the  number  will,  I expect,  grow  substantially  when  the 
extension  to  the  Henry  Wiggin  works  is  completed.  As  a certain 
amount  of  noise  is  inseparable  from  family  life  in  flats,  its  elimin- 
ation is  impossible,  and  its  reduction  is  difficult  to  achieve,  par- 
ticularly in  the  case  ol  characteristically  noisy  families. 

The  science  of  acoustics  has  made  rapid  progress  in  recent 
years  and  the  ability  of  building  materials  of  all  kinds  to  absorb, 
reflect  or  transmit  sound  waves  has  been  studied  ; and  sound- 
insulating  materials  for  use  in  upper  floors,  in  ceilings  and  in  party 
walls  are  being  developed.  Though  our  primary  concern,  as  a 
housing  authority,  is  to  provide  good  housing  accommodation  for 
families  in  need  of  it,  yet,  as  we  are  building  houses  to  last  for 
sixty  years  or  more — houses  in  which  active,  healthy  and  therefore 
usually  noisy  children  will  be  reared— sound  insulation  is  very 
important. 


6 


A systematic  enquiry  among  our  tenants  to  determine  the 
facts  accurately,  and  the  extent  of  the  trouble,  would  be  of  use, 
not  only  to  clarify  the  situation,  but  to  ascertain  if  modifications 
should  be  introduced  in  the  construction  of  future  flats. 

(c)  Influenza. 

An  outbreak  of  so-called  Asiatic  Influenza,  that  was  caused 
by  an  organism  described  as  Virus  “ A,”  spread  throughout  the 
city  during  the  autumn  months.  The  epidemic  apparently  started 
at  the  Royal  Air  Force  Camp,  Credenhill,  and  at  the  Junior 
Leaders  Regiment,  Bradbury  Lines,  Hereford.  The  virus  was 
disseminated  very  rapidly  throughout  the  community,  so,  within 
a few  weeks,  large  numbers  of  persons,  both  young  and  old,  were 
infected.  For  the  most  part  the  illness  was  mild  and  of  short 
duration,  but  in  some  cases,  particularly  aged  and  infirm  patients, 
complications  like  Pneumonia  and  Bronchitis  developed.  Family 
doctors  were  exceedingly  busy  for  a period  of  about  six  weeks. 
Deaths  with  Influenza  as  the  principal  or  a contributory  cause 
were  few  in  number  in  view  of  the  large  numbers  of  people  who  were 
ill.  They  amounted*  to  five  ; three  males  and  two  females. 

It  is  interesting  to  recall  that  in  the  1918/19  epidemic  of 
" Spanish  ’Flu,”  which  swept  across  the  City  and  County  of 
Hereford  in  two  waves,  the  first  in  the  late  autumn  of  1918  and 
the  second  in  February  and  March  1919,  there  were  56  deaths  in 
Hereford  City  alone — some  being  strong  and  healthy  adults.  All 
schools  in  the  city  were  closed  ; and  the  admission  of  children  to 
cinemas  was  forbidden  by  the  City  Council  under  the  Public 
Health  (Influenza)  Regulations  of  1918.  No  such  measures  were 
required  on  this  occasion.  The  secondary  wave,  which,  for- 
tunately, we  did  not  experience  in  the  1957  epidemic,  was  not  so 
severe  in  Hereford  City  as  elsewhere,  but  it  was  sufficiently  bad 
in  the  rural  areas  for  the  Hereford  Times  of  22nd  February,  1919, 
to  state  : “ The  Influenza  scourge  is  again  causing  sad  havoc  in 
the  county,  and  many  deaths  are  being  reported  in  North  Hereford- 
shire.” 

(d)  Dental  Caries  and  Fluoride  in  the  City  Water  Supply. 

Attention  has  been  drawn  recently  to  the  “ almost  over- 
whelming amount  of  dental  disease  ” in  Herefordshire,  including 
Hereford  City,  by  Dr.  j.  S.  Cookson,  Principal  School  Medical 
Officer,  in  connection  with  the  incidence  of  dental  caries  in  school 
children  ; and  by  a spokesman  on  behalf  of  private  dentists 
practising  in  Herefordshire.  Almost  80%  of  children  entering 
our  schools  have,  Dr.  Cookson  has  stated,  one  or  more  decayed 
teeth. 

In  our  day  and  age  when  scientific  advances  are  progressively 
eliminating  many  diseases,  it  is  most  regrettable,  to  put  it  mjjily. 
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that  such  an  unpleasant  condition  as  dental  disease  should  be 
extending  rather  than  restricting  its  sphere.  Science  has  how- 
ever discovered  one  method  of  countering  this  disease  and  of 
materially  reducing  its  incidence  ; and  the  way,  therefore,  is  now 
open  for  us,  as  a local  authority,  to  help. 

The  City  Council  ceased  to  have  any  official  concern  with  the 
dental  health  of  children  following  the  absorption  some  years  ago 
of  the  City  School  Medical  and  Dental  Services  into  the  County 
School  Health  Service  under  the  provisisions  of  the  Education  Act, 
1944.  Nevertheless  we  do  have  an  interest,  a justifiable  interest, 
in  anything  that  concerns  the  health  and  well-being  of  city  resi- 
dents whether  or  not  we  have  statutory  responsibility. 

It  is  for  that  reason,  and  because  there  are  now  grounds  for 
believing  that  a Countv  Water  Board  may  be  formed  in  the  near 
future,  that  I consider  "that  the  question  of  the  fluoridation  of  our 
city  water  supply,  in  order  to  reduce  dental  disease,  should  be 
considered  by  the  Health  Committee  and  by  the  Council  at  this 
juncture.  If  and  when  a County  Water  Board  assumes  control 
over  our  public  water  undertaking,  the  City  Council  and  the 
citizens  will  be  deprived  of  the  power  they  now  possess  to  add,  or 
not  to  add,  fluoride  to  their  own  public  water  supply. 

Conclusive  evidence  exists  in  towns  and  districts  in  Britain 
and  abroad  of  the  very  great  value  of  minute  quantities  of  fluoride 
(one  part  per  million)  in  drinking  water,  in  reducing  dental  decay. 
Fluoride  occurs  naturally  in  the  public  water  supplies  of  cities 
like  South  Shields  and  West  Hartlepool  and  the  incidence  of  dental 
disease  in  them  is  much  lower  than  it  is  in  cities  nearby,  for 
example,  North  Shields,  where  fluoride  is  not  present  in  the  water. 
Analysis  of  our  city  water  has  shown  that  fluoride  is  almost 
completely  absent.  Fluoride  is  now  added  to  some  public  water 
supplies  in  Britain  and  to  numberless  city  supplies  in  America 
and  other  foreign  countries. 


(e)  Hereford  Slaughterhouse. 

Our  public  abattoir  has  been  in  use  for  very  many  years  and 
it  is  now  completely  out  of  date.  The  annual  “ throughput  ” is 
considerable,  and  work  is  carried  on  under  difficulties. 

The  standard  of  hygiene  is  far  from  satisfactory  ; and  it 
cannot  be  maintained  at  a proper  level  under  existing  conditions. 

My  object  in  making  this  special  comment  is  to  urge  the 
Council,  with  all  due  respect,  to  accord  the  highest  priority  to  the 
plans  of  the  Watch  and  Markets  Committee  for  a new  abattoir 
on  the  site  set  aside  for  it  ; and  to  request  that  the  Ministry  be 
asked,  on  grounds  of  public  health,  to  authorise  construction  to 
proceed  with  the  minimum  of  delay. 
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(/)  Hereford  Crematorium. 

Though  the  crematorium  is  under  the  control  of  the  Estates 
Committee,  part  of  the  duties  of  the  City  Medical  Officer  of  Health 
is  to  act  as  the  Medical  Referee  of  the  Cremation  Authority.  This 
involves  careful  consideration  of  applications  and  of  the  medical 
certificates  relating  to  them,  and  making  such  enquiries  from 
doctors  and  others  as  are  appropriate,  in  accordance  with  the  law 
governing  cremation.  In  view  of  the  substantial  number  of  cre- 
mations (there  were  288  in  1957)  and  the  increasing  use  of  this 
service  since  the  Crematorium  was  first  opened  in  September 
1956,  it  is  obvious  that  these  duties  are  becoming  onerous. 

Applications  are  received  from  the  whole  of  Herefordshire 
and  from  parts  of  Shropshire,  Wales  and  Monmouth. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area 

Registrar-General’s  Estimated  Mid-year  Popula- 
tion 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 
Rateable  V alue 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  


5,031  acres 

33,370 

10,085 

£535,261 

£2,168 


Vital  Statistics 


Live  Births — Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate  ... 

Still  Births— Legitimate  ... 

Illegitimate  ... 

Deaths 


Males 

Females 

Total 

304 

260 

564 

10 

10 

20 

8 

9 

17 

— 

1 

1 

208 

196 

404 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  One  \ ear. 

Deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  of  which  there  were  14  in 
1057  (5  less  than  in  1956)  were  due  to  Prematurity  (4  cases), 
congenital  malformation  (4  cases),  congenital  heart  defect  (2  cases), 
and  one  case  each  from  Cerebral  haemorrhage,  Broncho- 
pneumonia, Cirrhosis  of  the  liver,  and  Asphyxia  due  to  inhalation 

of  vomit. 


Puerperal  Morbidity. — There  were  4 cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia. 


RVTES  FOR  HEREFORD  CITY  AND  FOR  ENGLAND  AND 

WALES 


Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population) 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 

Still  Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births) 
Still  Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population) 

Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  

Infant  Mortality  Rate  (per  1,000  live  births) 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  for  England  and  Wales 


16.6 

16.1 

28.4 

22.4 


12.2 


11.5 

27.7 

23.0 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

WATER  SUPPLY 

The  reconstructed  river  intake  has  now  been  in  full  operation 
for  almost  twelve  months  and  is  functioning  with  complete 
satisfaction. 

The  further  stage  in  the  development  of  the  undertaking 
which  was  referred  to  in  last  year’s  report  is  now  making  very 
good  progress  and  it  is  expected  that  this  scheme  will  be  operative 
by  September  1958.  The  work  includes  the  laying  of  12"  and  9" 
diameter  mains  from  the  works  at  Broomy  Hill  to  the  Holmer 
area  and  it  is  this  part  of  the  scheme  which  is  in  a well  advanced 
position.  Contracts  have  also  been  let  and  orders  placed  for  new 
Chlorination  Plant  including  residual  control,  new  Pump  House 
and  Pumping  Plant  and  an  additional  Clear  Water  Well.  When 
this  work  is  completed,  the  whole  of  the  pumping  plant  at  the 
upper  works,  with  the  exception  of  the  pumps  supplying  the 
tower,  will  be  sited  at  the  lower  level  with  very  definite  hydraulic 
advantages.  Incidentally,  when  this  particular  scheme  is  com- 
pleted there  will  then  remain  the  reconstruction  of  the  reservoir 
as  a sedimentation  tank  and  the  introduction  of  additional 
mechanical  pressure  filters  to  complete  the  reorganisation  works 
which  were  programmed  some  years  ago. 

The  distribution  side  of  the  undertaking  has  shown  consider- 
able expansion  in  respect  of  Council  and  Private  Housing  develop- 
ment as  follows  : — 

Redhill  ... 


Moreland  Avenue 
Whitecross 
Green  Lanes 
Tupsley  ... 

White  House  Farm 
Aylestone  Hill  ... 
Fayre  Oaks  Estate 
Munstone  Road 


6",  4"  and  3"  mains 
4"  mains 
6"  mains 

8",  6"  and  4"  mains 
4"  mains 

6",  4"  and  3"  mains 
3"  mains 
3"  mains 
4"  mains 


Tn  addition,  there  has  been  a verv  large  number  of  new 
service  connections  involved  in  respect  of  all  these  estates,  together 
with  a further  112  new  services  in  various  parts  of  the  City. 

Bacteriological  Examinations 

City  Supply 

Ninety-four  samples  of  the  treated  water  were  submitted 
for  bacteriological  examination.  Reports  on  the  samples  are 
submitted  to  the  Health  Committee  monthly. 

R.A.F.  Supply,  Credenhill 

Fifteen  check  samples  were  taken  throughout  the  year. 
Coliform  bacilli  were  absent  in  fourteen  samples. 
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All  premises  in  the  City,  with  the  exception  of  7 houses 
supplied  from  wells,  receive  the  supply  direct  from  the  Corporation 
water  mains. 


PUBLIC  BATHS 

The  water  in  the  swimming  pool  is  filtered  and  chlorinated. 
As  a routine,  samples  of  the  water  are  sent  for  bacteriological 
examinations  fortnightly.  Streptococci  were  absent  in  all  the 
samples,  but  coliform  bacilli  were  present  in  three  samples.  Con- 
tact was  made  with  the  Baths  Superintendent  and  subsequent 
samples  proved  satisfactory. 

SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL 

Activities  during  the  year  have  been  mainly  concerned  in 
devising  ways  and  means  of  relieving  a number  of  existing  sewers 
particularly  in  the  Holmer  Road  and  Eign  Mill  areas.  When  the 
age  and  condition  of  some  of  the  older  sewers  in  the  City  are  taken 
into  consideration,  it  is  rather  remarkable  that  the  problems  are 
not  more  extensive.  It  would  appear  that  in  both  these  areas 
the  temporary  means  which  have  been  adopted  are  proving 
satisfactory  even  during  periods  of  the  highest  intensity  rainfall 
which  have  been  experienced.  It  is  to  be  remembered  however 
that  most  of  the  steps  which  have  been  taken  are  temporary  in 
character  and  will  be  adjusted  as  and  when  the  Northern  Area 
Sewer  is  available. 

As  regards  the  Holmer  Road  district  and  in  relation  to  the 
considerable  industrial  expansion  which  is  now  in  progress,  tenders 
will  be  invited  early  in  1958  for  new  surface  water  and  foul  sewers, 
the  former  connecting  to  the  Ayles  Brook.  This  will  involve 
improvements  having  to  be  carried  out  to  the  brook  from  the 
point  of  discharge  and  extending  through  the  Tan  Brook  and 
Eign  Brook,  to  the  River  Wye. 

The  arrangements  made  in  connection  with  the  Eign  Mill 
area  have  been  undertaken  to  prevent  surcharging  on  land  at 
Eign  Farm  and  the  allotments  in  the  Rockfield  Road  vicinity. 
The  sewage  disposal  arrangements  have  not  undergone  any  major 
alterations  during  the  year.  It  can  indeed  be  claimed  that  the 
year  has  been  the  most  successful  since  the  new  works  were  put 
into  operation.  I he  quality  of  the  final  effluent  has  been  con- 
sistently good  and  we  have  had  no  complaints  of  any  objectionable 
smells  which  could  be  attributed  to  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

A new  agreement  will  operate  from  the  1st  January,  1958  in 
respect  of  the  disposal  of  the  dried  sludge  which  will  involve  the 
Council  emptying  the  beds  into  vehicles  provided  by  the  Fertiliser 
Company.  Despite  the  increase  in  cost  to  the  Council  which  will 
result  from  this  new  arrangement,  it  can  be  said  that  the  sludge 
will  be  disposed  of  in  a most  convenient  way,  both  technically  and 
financially. 
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CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Particulars  of  types  and  usage  of  Sanitary  Conveniences  at 
dwellings  and  other  premises 

Number  of  dwellings  using  pail  closets  ...  ...  40 

Number  of  other  premises  using  pail  closets  ...  8 

Number  of  dwellings  with  one  W.C.  to  two  houses  124 

* Number  of  dwellings  with  one  W.C.  to  three  or 

more  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  60 

The  premises  using  the  conservancy  system  are  not  served  by 
the  City  sewerage  system. 

All  other  premises  in  the  City  are  provided  with  water  closets 
and  in  the  case  of  dwellings  have  separate  use  of  a convenience. 

The  houses  having  common  conveniences  are  old  properties 
and  may  be  subject  to  action  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

There  are  no  waste  water  closets  in  the  City. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING  AND  SALVAGE 

In  regard  to  refuse  collection,  the  year  has  seen  the  intro- 
duction of  a sixth  freighter  in  order  to  keep  pace  with  the  ever 
increasing  number  of  properties  from  which  refuse  has  to  be 
collected.  It  is  intended  that  in  the  Spring  of  1958,  a review  of 
the  collecting  arrangements  will  be  undertaken  with  a view'  to 
adjusting  the  duties  of  the  various  collecting  gangs.  It  is  now 
some  seven  years  since  such  a review  and  adjustment  w^as  made. 

The  dust  extractor  plant  at  the  Disposal  Works  has  been 
ordered  and  will  be  installed  early  in  the  new  year. 

The  salvage  arrangements  have  shown  some  improvement 
during  the  year,  for  whilst  waste  paper  has  continued  to  be  a 
doubtful  proposition,  there  has  been  a steady  increase  in  the 
quantity  of  tins  collected  and  in  the  revenue  accruing  from  this 
source.  In  respect  of  waste  paper,  it  has  been  necessary  to  make 
new  arrangements  for  its  disposal  as  the  previous  contractors 
found  it  necessary  to  alter  their  arrangements  to  the  extent  that 
they  did  not  require  the  same  amount  of  waste  which  we  have 
been  collecting.  It  did  seem  at  one  time  that  there  might  be 
difficulty  in  finding  another  source  of  disposal,  but  it  was  ultimately 
possible  to  make  arrangements  with  a firm  in  Lancashire.  It 
must  be  assumed  however  that  the  position  with  regard  to  the 
disposal  of  waste  paper  continues  to  be  a somewhat  doubtful 
problem. 

The  disposal  of  concentrated  pig  food  has  continued  on  about 
the  same  basis  as  in  previous  years  and  there  seems  no  reason  to 
doubt  that  this  source  of  revenue  will  continue  to  be  available  in 
the  future. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 
The  number  and  nature  of  inspections  made  during  the  year 


Nuisances  (including  inspections  of  drainage, 
sewers,  sanitary  conveniences  and  dustbins)  ... 
National  Assistance  Act 
Housing,  General 

Caravans  and  Camping  Grounds  ... 

Infectious  Disease  and  Food  Poisoning  ... 
Factories  Act 
Outworkers  ... 

Food  Premises 
Food  Stalls  ... 

Unsound  Food 
Ice-cream  Premises  ... 

Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations 

Milk  Sampling  for  Biological  Examination 

Food  and  Drugs  Act  (Sampling)  

Food  Vehicles 

Cinemas  and  Licensed  Premises  ... 

Slaughterhouse 

Offensive  Trades 

Public  Conveniences 

Verminous  Premises 

Smoke  Observations  and  Inspections 

Stables  and  Piggeries  ...  ...  

Shops  Act 

Water  Supply  and  Sampling 
Pest  Control  ... 

Merchandise  Marks  Act 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act 

Explosives  Act 

Pet  Animals  Act 

Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act 

Knackers  Yards 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  ... 

Diseases  of  Animals  Act 

Public  Health  (Meat)  Regulations,  1924  

Miscellaneous 


897 

6 

1038 

102 

153 
223 

636 

154 
202 

53 

149 

57 

11 

183 

3 

83 

617 

5 

96 

6 
33 
26 

7 

143 

21 

99 

50 

12 


3 

21 

75 


5,167 
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NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  FOUND 

Particulars  of  nuisances  and  other  contraventions  found  during 
the  year  for  which  the  requisite  Statutory  and  informal  notices 
were  served  : — 


Hereford  Corporation  Act,  1936 
Choked  Drains 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 

Public  Sewers  Stopped  Up 
Drainage  Defects  ... 

Defects  to  Sanitary  Conveniences 
Insufficient  Sanitary  Conveniences 
Other  Nuisances  ... 

Lack  of  proper  Dustbins 
Housing  Defects  ... 

Improper  use  of  Bath 
Choked  Watercourse 


26 


27 

22 

10 

1 


5 

3 

18 

1 

9 


Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955 

Contraventions  of  Food  Hygiene  Regulations...  210 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations 


Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations,  1949 
Contraventions  of  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  8 

Milk  (Special  Designations)  Regulations,  1949 
Contraventions  of  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  2 


Factories  Act,  1937 

Contraventions  of  Part  1 ...  ...  ...  25 

Shops  Act,  1950 

Contraventions  of  Sec.  38  ...  ...  ...  l 

Explosives  Act,  1875 

Contravention  of  Regulations  ...  ...  ...  l 


PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

A list  of  the  public  conveniences  in  the  City  is  given  on  p.  15. 
Full-time  attendants  are  employed  at  the  ladies’  conveniences 
in  Maylord  Street  and  Union  Street,  where  the  premises,  fittings 
and  general  hygiene  are  maintained  in  a satisfactory  condition. 
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In  contrast,  there  is  no  males’  convenience  with  full-time  or 
even  part-time  attendants  in  charge.  As  a result,  the  main  males’ 
conveniences  in  Maylord  Street  and  at  the  Omnibus  Station  are 
being  damaged  and  misused  constantly. 

It  would  appear,  therefore,  that  urgent  consideration  might 
be  given  to  providing  suitable  centrally-placed  males’  con- 
veniences complete  with  modern  amenities  for  personal  ablution, 
etc.,  with  full-time  attendants  in  control. 


Conveniences 

Male 

Female 

Bewell  Street  ... 

...  + 

+ 

Bulmers’  Playing  Field 

...  + 

+ 

’Bus  Station,  Commercial  Road 

...  + 

~t~ 

Castle  Green 

...  + 

+ 

Cattle  Market 

...  + (2) 

+ 

Cemetery 

...  + 

+ 

Commercial  Road 

...  + 

— 

Edgar  Street 

...  + 

+ 

King  George’s  Playing  Field  ... 

...  + 

+ 

Maylord  Street 

...  + 

+ 

Newmarket  Street 

...  + 

— 

Ritz,  Commercial  Road 

...  + 

~F 

St.  Owen’s  Gate 

...  + 

— 

Station  Approach 

...  + 

— • 

Union  Street 

...  + 

+ 

West  Street 

...  + 

— 

Widemarsh  Common 

...  + 

+ 

Wye  Street 

-f 

— 
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FACTORIES  ACT 


1. Inspections  for  Purposes  of  Provisions  as  to  Health 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Inspections 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

41 

16 

1 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7 is  enforced 
by  the  Local  Authority 

235 

181 

99 

— 

(Hi)  Other  Premises  in  which  Sec- 
tion 7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
out-workers’  premises) 

13 

16 

5 

Total 

289 

213 

28 

— 

2. — Defects  Found. 


Number  of  Defects 

Referred 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H.M. 

by  H.M. 

Prosecu- 

Inspector 

Inspector 

tions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 
Unreasonable 

Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4) 
Ineffective  Drainage  of 

Floors  (S.6) 

— - 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

6 

Insufficient 

5 

— 

— 

— 

Unsuitable  or  Defective 

21 

20  + 2 

— 

— 

— 

Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

— 

— 

8 

— 

— 

Other  Offences 

— 

— 

Total 

27 

25+2 

8 

— 

— 

3. — Outworks  Premises. 

Number  of  Premises  ...  ...  10 

Number  of  Visits  ...  ...  — 

Number  of  Notices  ...  ...  — 


17 


SHOPS  ACT 
Sanitary  Provisions 

Defects  and  Nuisances  Found  Remedied 

Insufficient  Ventilation  — — 

Unreasonably  low  temperature  ...  1 l 

Defective  sanitary  conveniences  ...  — — 

Insufficient  lighting 

Lack  of  washing  facilities 

Insufficient  sanitary  conveniences  ...  — — 

Lack  of  facilities  for  taking  meals  on  premises— 

Total  ...  1 1 

In  all,  seven  inspections  were  made. 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

Number  recorded  in  the  City — 

Fellmongers 
Gut  Scrapers 
Rag  and  Bone  Dealers 
Swill  Boiling 

Number  of  Inspections 
Nuisances  found  ... 

Nuisances  abated 

THE  RAG  FLOCK  AND  OTHER  FILLING  MATERIALS  ACT 

There  are  no  premises  in  the  City  either  registered  or  licensed 
for  the  manufacture,  use  or  storage  of  such  materials  within  the 
terms  of  the  Act. 

CAMPING  GROUNDS 
Caravan  Sites 

Caravan  sites  and  camping  grounds  are  governed  by  the 
Public  Health  Act,  1936,  by  the  Hereford  Corporation  Act,  1936, 
by  the  Town  Planning  Act,  1947  and  by  Byelaws  made  under 
the  two  former  Acts. 

The  Public  Health  Act  and  Byelaws  control  the  sanitary 
provisions,  water  supply  and  infectious  diseases.  The  Hereford 
Corporation  Act  and  Byelaws  define  camping  grounds  and  give 
power  to  license  such  sites  within  prescribed  areas  in  the  City, 
and  to  apply  conditions  of  licence  where  granted.  The  Town 
Planning  Act  deals  with  the  siting  of  caravans  and  general 
amenities. 

There  are  two  camping  grounds  licensed,  one  to  accommodate 
110  caravans  and  the  other  to  accommodate  12  caravans. 

In  addition  to  the  Camping  Grounds  14  Caravans  are  sited  in 
different  parts  of  the  City. 

Number  of  visits  and  inspections  ...  ...  ...  102 


1 

1 

9 

26 

2 

2 


is 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949 

RODENT  CONTROL 


■Man  em  maa^  ■■■Hi  m m Bon  m mmmm  mammm  aaamm  mb  ammmm  mmmmm 

Type  of  Property 

Non-  Agri 

cultural 

(1) 

Local 

A uthority 

(2) 

Dwelling 

Houses 

(3) 

All  othey 
(■ including 
Business 
Premises' 

(4) 

Total 
of  cols 
(1)  (2) 
& (3) 

(5) 

Agri- 

cultural 

(1)  Number  of  Properties  in 
Local  Authority's  Dist. 

89 

10,686 

1,579 

12,354 

48 

(2)  Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a result  of:- 
(a)  Notification 

10 

120 

45 

175 

12 

( b ) Survey  under  the  Act 

( c ) Otherwise  (e.g.,  when 
visited  primarily  for 
some  other  purpose) 

5 

26 

135 

166 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

(3)  Total  inspections  carried 
out  — including  re- 
inspections 

42 

152 

596 

790 

2 

(4)  Number  of  properties 
inspected  (in  Sect.  (2)) 
which  were  found  to  be 
infested  by  : — 

f Major 
{a)  Rats  <( 

Minor 

l 

1 

9 

75 

160 

244 

2 

f Major 

(b)  Mice-( 

Minor 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

41 

15 

61 

— 

(5)  Number  of  infested  prop- 
erties (in  Sect.  (4)) 
treated  by  the  Local 
Authority 

15 

115 

175 

305 

2 

(6)  Total  treatments  carried 
out  — including  re- 
treatments 

30 

146 

581 

757 

2 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  seen  that  1.07%  of  all  dwellings 
and  11.08%  of  all  business  and  industrial  premises  in  the  City 
were  treated  for  infestations  of  rats  or  mice.  Of  agricultural 
properties  (including  piggeries)  4.17%  were  found  to  be  infested. 
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RAT  INFESTATION  IN  SEWERS 

Recordings  of  rat  destruction  in  the  City  sewers  show  that 
slight  infestations  occur  from  time  to  time.  It  is  found  that 
poisoning  treatments  once  or  twice  a year  are  adequate  to  keep 
such  infestations  under  control. 

PESTS  CONTROL 

In  addition  to  the  service  for  rats  and  mice  destruction  the 
Department  operates  a service  for  the  control  of  insect  pests. 
Advice  is  given  on  methods  to  eradicate  most  known  insects  found 
in  and  about  dwellings  and  other  premises.  Where  requested, 
destruction  of  such  pests  is  undertaken  by  the  Health  Department 
at  agreed  charges. 


HOUSING 

In  1957,  165  dwellings  were  completed  by  the  local  authority 
and  142  by  private  enterprise. 

361  families  were  rehoused  by  the  Housing  Committee  during 
the  year. 

LTnfit  Dwellings 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  made  ...  ...  8 

Number  of  Closing  Orders  made  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Undertakings  not  to  relet  ...  ...  12 

Number  licensed  for  temporary  occupation  ...  10 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  for  habitation...  41 


Clearance  Areas 

Official  representations  were  made  in  September  1957,  under 
the  provisions  of  Sections  42  and  157  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957, 
in  respect  of  57  houses  in  11  clearance  areas. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 

MILK  SUPPLY 
Number  of  Dairy  Farms  in  the  City 
Number  of  Milk  Distributors 

(a)  Resident  in  the  City 

(b)  Non-Resident  in  the  City 

Special  Designations 

Number  of  Retailers  of  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 
Number  of  Retailers  of  “Channel  Islands"  Milk 
Number  of  Pasteurising  Plants  operating  in  the 
City  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Number  of  Retailers  of  Pasteurised  Milk 
Number  of  Retailers  of  Sterilised  Milk  ... 


10 

47 

31 

16 


37 

5 


3 

3 

1 


Particulars  of  Designated  Milk  Sampling  and  Testing 

During  the  Year 


Class  of  Milk 

No.  of 
Samples 

T ested 

Appropriate  Tests 

No.  of  l 

samples 

Passed 

Failed 

Pasteurised 

35 

Phosphatase 

Methylene  Blue 

35 

34 

1 

Tuberculin  Tested 

41 

Phosphatase 

40 

1 

(Pasteurised) 

Methylene  Blue 

41 

— 

Sterilised 

12 

Turbidity 

12 

— 

All  cases  of  failure  to  pass  the  Phosphatase  or  Methylene 
Blue  tests  are  reported  to  the  Area  Milk  Officer  of  the  Ministry  of 
Food  in  accordance  with  statutory  requirements. 


Biological  Examination  of  Milk 
Nine  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Worcester,  for  biological  tests  for  the  presence  of  Tubercle  Bacilli 
and  Br.  abortus.  All  the  samples  w^ere  reported  negative. 


ICE  CREAM 

Supervision  and  Control  of  the  Manufacture  and  Sale 

of  Ice  Cream 

Hereford  Corporation  Act,  1936 
Number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  for 

the  manufacture  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  persons  and  premises  registered  for 

the  sale  of  ice-cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  124 

One  hundred  and  seventeen  persons  registered  for  the  sale  of 
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ice-cream  obtained  their  supplies  from  seven  manufacturers 
outside  the  City.  Thus  only  seven  vendors  sold  ice-cream  manu- 
factured locally. 

Analysis  of  Results  of  Samples  taken  during  1957 

j 

Bacteriological  Analysis 

35  samples  were  submitted  for  bacteriological  examination 
at  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  the  County  Hospital.  These 
were  subjected  to  the  Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test  and  graded 
accordingly. 

Samples  placed  in  Grades  1 and  2 are  deemed  satisfactory, 
those  in  Grades  3 and  4 unsatisfactory. 


TABLE  A 

Results  of  all  Samples  taken  in  the  City 


Type  of  Mix 

Provisional  Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

20  (66.7%) 

6(16.7%) 

4 (13.3%) 

1 (3.3%) 

30 

Cold 

3 (60%) 

2 (40%) 

— 

— 

5 

Total 

23  (65.7%) 

7 (20%) 

4(11,4%) 

1 (2-9%) 

35 

30  (85.7%) 

5 (14,3%) 

TABLE  B 

Analysis  of  Results  of  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  Manufactured 

within  the  City 


Type  of  Mix 

Provisional  Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

12  (70.6%) 

2(11.8%) 

2(11.8%) 

1 (5.9%) 

17 

Cold  • • • 

3 (60%) 

2 (40%) 

— 

— 

5 

Total 

15  (68.2%) 

4(18.2%) 

2 (9.1%) 

1 (4.5% ) 

22 

19  (86.4%) 

3 (13.6%) 
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TABLE  C 

Analysis  of  Results  of  Samples  of  Ice  Cream  retailed  in  but 
Manufactured  outside  the  City 


Type  of  Mix 

Provisional  Grade 

Total 

1 

2 

3 

4 

Heat  Treated 

8(61.5%) 

3(23.1%) 

2(15.4%) 

— 

13 

Cold 

— 

— 

— - 

— 

— 

Total 

8(61.5%) 

3(23.1%) 

2(15.4%) 

— 

13 

11(84.6%) 

2(15 

■m 

TABLE  D 

Comparative  Results  of  all  Satisfactory  Samples  for  the  last 

Three  Years 


Year 

All 

Samples 

Local 

M anufacturers 

External 

Manufacturers 

1955 

100% 

100% 

100% 

1956  

97.1% 

95.7% 

100% 

1957 

85.7% 

86.4% 

84.6% 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

The  importance  of  Food  Hygiene  cannot  be  overstressed. 
The  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  I take  every  opportunity  during 
inspection  of  all  classes  of  food  premises  to  check  up  on  food 
hygiene,  and  to  encourage  the  maintenance  of  as  high  a standard 
as  is  possible.  The  co-operation  of  the  food  traders  is  good  ; and 
they  have  responded  well  to  the  demands  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations. 

During  the  year  your  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector  and  I 
addressed  a conference  of  staff  from  the  County  School  Meals 
Service,  including  staff  from  the  several  large  kitchens  in  Hereford 
City.  The  conference  was  organised  by  the  County  Education 
Department  (Mr.  M.  L.  Edge,  b.a.,  Director).  The  Public  Health 
Laboratory  (Dr.  D.  R.  Christie,  Director)  prepared  informative 
exhibits  on  the  bacteriological  aspects  of  food  hygiene. 

Reports  on  the  Conference  in  the  local  press  and  on  the 
B.B.C.  Midland  News  provided  most  useful  publicity  on  food 
hygiene  generally. 
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It  is  worthy  of  note  that  the  County  Council,  through  the 
County  Education  Committee  (Alderman  W.  J.  Bray,  j.p.,  Chair- 
man), are,  during  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  the  largest  pro- 
ducers of  cooked  meals,  not  only  in  the  County  as  a whole,  but  also 
in  Hereford  City.  A service  like  the  School  Meals  Service, 
catering  as  it  does  for  large  numbers  of  children  from  houses  in 
all  parts  of  Hereford  has  obvious  potentialities  for  the  widespread 
dissemination  of  food  poisoning  organisms  (with  illness  of  epidemic 
proportions  resulting  throughout  the  City)  should  there  be  a 
lowering  of  standards  of  hygiene  in  the  preparation  and  distri- 
bution of  the  food. 

It  is  within  the  knowledge  of  your  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  myself  that  the  standards  of  hygiene  maintained 
in  this  service  are  of  the  very  highest  order  indeed.  Close  co- 
operation exists  on  all  matters  of  mutual  concern  between  your 
officers  and  those  of  the  County  School  Meals  Service  (Miss  L.  B. 
Britten,  Organiser). 

FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  CITY 
Preserved  Food  preparing  premises  registered 


under  Private  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Fish  Friers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Bakers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Sugar  Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  86 

Licensed  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  120 

Catering  Establishments  ...  ...  ...  ...  167 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  41 

Ice-Cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  5 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS— INSPECTION  AND  CONTROL 

There  are  no  private  slaughterhouses  in  the  City.  The 
Public  Abattoir  is  now  used  jointly  by  the  Fatstock  Marketing 
Corporation  and  the  local  butchers.  The  provisions  of  the 
Slaughter  of  Animals  Acts,  1933-54,  are  strictly  enforced.  Com- 
ment on  conditions  in  the  Abattoir  is  included  in  the  preamble  to 
this  report. 

Food  Transport 

The  transport  of  food  is  controlled  by  the  City  Bye-laws  and 
by  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955.  Constant  supervision  of 
vehicles  was  maintained. 

Inspection  of  Meat  and  Other  Foods 

The  following  table  sets  out  the  number  of  carcases  inspected, 
together  with  particulars  of  carcases  and  parts  thereof  condemned 
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for  Tuberculosis  and  other  conditions  at  the  Public  Abattoir, 
Stonebow  Road. 


Beeves 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

4,720 

536 

17,171 

8,649 

Number  Inspected 

4,722 

536 

17,178 

8,655 

All  Diseases  except  Tuberculosis — 
Whose  Carcases  condem  ned 

6 

6 

37 

25 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

1,077 

2 

175 

2j6 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

disease  other  than  Tuber- 
culosis 

22.6 

1.49 

1.23 

3.48 

T uberculosis  only — 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

2 

— 

1 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

18 

— 

— 

95 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  Tuber- 
culosis 

.42 



.006 

1.098 

Cysticercus  Bovis — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

10 





— 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  C. 
Bovis  ...  . . • • • • 

.2 

— 

— • 

— 

The  total  number  of  carcases  examined  during  the  year  was 
31,091.  This  is  a decrease  of  115  on  the  1956  figure. 


Emergency  Slaughter  of  Animals 

Included  in  the  above  numbers  of  animals  inspected  are 
those  of  animals  sent  in  for  emergency  slaughter  : — 

Beeves  Calves  Sheep  Pigs  Total 

21  12  90  73  201 

Comparative  figures  of  animals  from  this  source  examined 
in  1956  show  an  increase  of  29. 
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Weight  of  Diseased  and  Unsound  Meat  and  Offal  Con- 
demned : 


Home-killed — Meat 
Offal 

Imported  Meat 


Tons  cwts.  Qrs . 
5 9 3 

5 8 


lbs. 

18  i 
4 
18 


Total  ...  10  17  6 


12* 


The  whole  of  this  meat  was  either  destroyed  at  the  refuse 
destructor  or  processed  for  animal  feeding  stuffs. 

Tuberculosis  Order,  1938 

No  animals  were  notified  under  this  order  during  the  year. 

Notification  of  Tuberculosis  in  Calves 

No  calves  slaughtered  at  the  City  Abattoir  were  found  to  be 
affected  with  Tuberculosis. 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

Routine  examination  of  all  beeves  was  carried  out  and  in  10 
cases  cysts  were  found.  All  affected  carcases  and  offal  were  sent 
for  refrigeration  at  a temperature  below  20°F.  for  21  days  in 
accordance  with  Ministry  of  Food  Memo.  3/Meat. 


OTHER  FOODS  INSPECTED  AND  SURRENDERED 


Ton s cwts. 

qrs 

lbs. 

Tons  cwts.  qrs. 

lbs. 

Canned  Meat 

6 

0 

161 

Sugar  Confectionery 

14 

Canned  Fish 

2 

0 

Salad  Cream 

34 

Canned  Milk 

2 

0 

14 

Pickles  and  Sauces  . . . 

17 

Canned  Fruit  ...  2 

9 

1 

10 

Cereals 

2 

184 

Canned  Vegetables... 

1 

3 

13 

Biscuits 

14 

Canned  Soup 

1 

1 

7 

Jam  and  Syrup 

18 

Meat  Products 

12 

2 

171 

Butter 

3 

Bacon 

18 

2 

274 

Lard 

1 

194 

Wet  Fish  

l 

3 

174 

Frozen  Eggs 

1 

0 

Cured  Fish  ... 

2 

16 

Coffee 

1 ^ 

1 4 

Shell  Fish  ... 

l 

04 

Meat  and  Fish  Pastes 

991 

""4 

Fish  Products 

154 

Mustard 

1 

Fresh  Fruit 

o4 

Sugar 

3 

Dried  Fruit 

2 

254 

Poultry 

15 

Fruit  Pulp  ... 

1 

2 

23 

Fruit  Juice  ... 

2J 

5 6 1 

91 

"4 

Mixed  Peel  ... 

1 

19 

Fresh  Vegetables  ... 

4 

1 

0 

Dried  Vegetables  ... 

4 

Fruit  Pulp  ... 

60  galls. 

Cheese 

3 

23| 

Fruit  Drinks 

6J  pints 

Flour  Confectionery 

1 

104 

Pickles  and  Sauces... 

14  pints 
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ANALYSTS  OF  CAUSES  OF  CONDEMNATION  OF  CARCASES 


Beeves 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

Bone  Taint 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Cancer 

— • 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Dead  on  Arrival  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

2 

Emaciation 

— 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Erysipelas  (Acute) 

— 

— 



1 

1 

Gangrene  ... 

— 

— 

2 

1 

3 

Injury 

— 

— ■ 

1 

1 

2 

Icterus 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Imperfect  Bleeding 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

Mastitis  (Acute  Septic)  ... 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Moribund  ... 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Oedema 

2 

2 

15 

3 

22 

Pleurisy  (Acute  Septic)  ... 

1 



2 

2 

5 

Peritonitis  (Acute  Septic) 

1 

2 

3 

8 

14 

Pneumonia  (Acute  Septic) 

— 

— 

1 

4 

5 

Pyaemia 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Pyelonephritis  (Bilateral) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Pvrexia 



* 

— 

2 

2 

Septicaemia 

1 

— 

* 

— 

1 

Toxaemia  ... 

— 

— 

1 

. 

1 

Tuberculosis  (Generalised) 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Uraemia 

— 

— 

1 

1 

8 

6 

38 

25 

77 

Record  of  Inspections 

Meat  Inspections  at  Abattoir 
Inspections  of  other  Food  ... 

Inspections  of  Food  Preparation  Premises,  etc., 
including  Bakehouses 

Inspections  of  Dairies 


617 

202 


846 

149 


Registration  of  Wholesale  Dealers  in  Margarine 

No.  in  the  register  ...  ...  10 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 

SAMPLING  OFFICER’S  REPORT,  1957 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  and  nature  of  the 
articles  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  during  the  year,  and  the 
results  of  the  analysis  : — 


A rticle 

No. 

Submitted 

Nc 

Genu 

. 

ine 

N 

Unsati 

0. 

factory 

Formal 

Inf. 

Formal 

Inf. 

Formal 

Inf. 

Milk  

32 

— 

28 

— 

4 

— 

Cream  ... 

1 

7 

1 

7 

— 

— 

Flour  ... 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

____ 

Medicinal  Substances 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Beer 

— 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Syrup  and  Treacle 

— 

5 

— 

5 

— 

* 

Ice-cream 

6 

— 

6 

— 

— 

. 

Butter 

5 

— 

5 

— 



— 

Health  Salts  ... 

— 

5 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Baking  and  Golden  Raising 

Powders 

— 

5 

— 

5 



— 

Honey 

— 

3 

— 

3 

— 

— 

Ground  Almonds 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

— 

Dessicated  Coconut  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

53 

31 

47 

31 

6 

— 

8 

4 

r 

8 

f 

> 

NOTES  ON  THE  UNSATISFACTORY  SAMPLES 


No.  of 
Sample 

7 

Article 

Flour 

10 

Spirit  of  Soap 

16 

Milk 

32 

Milk 

83 

Milk 

84 

Milk 

Analyst’s  Report 

Slight  deficiency  of  Aneu- 
rin 

Deficient  of  5.5%  Fatty 
Acids 

Contained  a trace  of 
extraneous  water 

Deficient  of  8%  Fat 


Sample  38%  below  the 
limit  for  Fat 

Contained  at  least  32%  of 
extraneous  Water 


Action  taken 
Warning  to  vendor 

Warning  to  vendor 

Matter  investigated.  Re- 
peat samples  Nos.  17 
and  18  Genuine 

Matter  investigated.  Re- 
peat sample  No.  36 
Genuine.  Letter  to 
Producer/Distributor 

Sample  taken  at  a cafe. 
Sale  of  Milk  to  cease 

Sample  taken  at  a cafe. 
Sale  of  Milk  to  cease 
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PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 
AND  OTHER  DISEASES 


Pathological  Examinations 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Swabs  : 
Diphtheria  Bacilli 
Haemolytic  Streptococci... 
Vincent's  Angina  ... 

Faeces  : 

For  Dysentery  Organisms 
For  Food  Poisoning  Organ- 
isms 


Positive  Negative  Total 

— 1 1 

2 2 
1 1 

5 32  37 

6 1 7 


Disinfection 

The  following  are  particulars  of  disinfection  of  rooms  and 


bedding  after  infectious  or  other  diseases  — 

Rooms  Bedding 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 2 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 3 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

7 6 


In  addition,  ten  Chalets  and  one  Railway  Signal  Box  were 
disinfected  after  use  by  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

Library  books  have  been  disinfected  and  returned  for  cir- 
culation. 

When  necessary,  disinfectant  was  supplied. 


The  following  table  shows  the  incidence  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  six  wards  of  the  City. 


St.  St. 

Bartonsham  Central  Holmer  Martin’s  Nicholas  Tupsley 


Measles  ...  ...  3 

Whooping  Cough  ...  6 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  7 

Pneumonia...  ...  4 

Puerperal  Pyrexia...  1 

Erysipelas  ...  1 

Meningococcal 

Infection  ...  — 

Dysentery  ...  ...  2 

Food  Poisoning  ...  — 

Poliomyelitis  (Para- 
lytic) ...  ...  1 

Poliomyelitis  (Non- 

Paralytic)  ...  — 


3 4 2 

-29 
5 2 7 

4 6 2 

— 1 


1 — — 

4 — — 

2 — I 


1 


9 

4 

4 

2 

1 


I 

1 

1 


3 

3 

4 

1 


21 
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Hereford  City,  1957 

Confirmed  Cases  of  Acute  Infectious  Disease  according  to  Quarter 


Disease 

1 quarter 

2nd  quarter 

3rd  quarter 

4 th  quarter 

Measles 

4 

13 

— 

7 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

3 

13 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

12 

9 

4 

4 

Pneumonia 

4 

1 

2 

12 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

1 

— 

— 

Erysipelas 

— 

1 

1 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

1 

— 

Dysentery 

16 

4 

2 

2 

Food  Poisoning 

— 

4 

1 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic) 

— 

— ■ 

4 

1 

,,  (Non-Paralytic) 

— 

— 

1 

All  Diseases 

40 

37 

28 

33 

NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946,  Section  26 

Immunisation  and  vaccination  are  a County  Council  re- 
sponsibility and  the  following  figures  have  been  kindly  supplied 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer.  They  are  of  interest  to  us  in  view 
of  their  influence  on  the  reduction  of  these  diseases  within  the 
City.  The  children  treated  are  ordinarily  resident  in  Hereford. 

(1)  Diphtheria  Immunisation. 

Number  of  children  resident  in  Hereford  City  who  received  a 
primary  course  of  immunisation  in  the  12  months  ended  31st 
December,  1957,  and  those  who  received  a secondary  or  rein- 
forcing injection  — 

Age  at  date  of  final  injection 
Under  1 1-4  5-14  Total 


(a)  Primary  Immunisation...  219  134  115  468 

(b)  Reinforcing  injection  ...  Total  645 

(2)  Pertussis  Immunisation  (Whooping  Cough). 

Number  of  children  resident  in  Hereford  City  who  received  a 
primary  course  of  immunisation  in  the  12  months  ended  31st 
December,  1957  (Scheme  restricted  to  children  under  5 years  of 
age) 

Age  at  date  of  final  injection 
Under 

1 1-4  5-14  Total 


240 


97 


10 


347 
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(3)  Vaccination  Against  Smallpox. 

Number  of  persons  vaccinated  against  smallpox  in  the  12 
months  ended  31st  December,  1957  : — 

Age  at  date  of  vaccination 
Under  2-  5-  15  and 

1 1 4 14  over  Total 

Primary  Vaccination  ...  269  14  9 22  30  344 

Re-vaccination  ...  ...  — — 2 27  64  93 

(4)  Vaccination  Against  Poliomyelitis. 

It  is  no  longer  possible  to  provide  figures  for  the  vaccination 
against  Poliomyelitis  of  Hereford  City  children  without  a very 
time-absorbing  check  of  records  by  the  County  Health  Depart- 
ment. This  is  quite  impracticable  meantime,  because  vaccination 
of  children  from  the  surrounding  rural  areas  is  carried  out  in  city 
clinics  simultaneously  with  city  children,  in  very  large  numbers. 
I can,  however,  state  that  the  vaccination  of  our  city  children  is 
being  proceeded  with  by  the  County  Health  Committee  (Mrs.  A.  J. 
Paske,  Chairman),  with  the  utmost  urgency  and  to  the  limit  of  the 
available  supplies  of  vaccine.  Knowledge  of  this  will,  I am  sure, 
be  heartening  to  parents  within  the  city  who  are  anxious  to  have 
their  children  protected  with  the  minimum  of  delay. 

Tuberculosis 

No  action  was  necessary  during  the  year  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925  (relating 
to  persons  suffering  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  employed  in 
the  Milk  Trade),  or  under  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936  (relating  to  the  compulsory  removal  to  Hospital  of  persons 

suffering  from  Tuberculosis). 

Tuberculosis. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1957 


Age  Period 

Ne 

w 

Deai 

fhs 

Respiratory 

No 

Resph 

n- 

'atory 

Respii 

''atory 

N 

Resp' 

on- 

Watory 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F 

Under  1 year  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 — 5 years 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 — 15  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 — 25  years 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 — 35  years 

3 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— - 

35 — 45  years  ... 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

45 — 55  years 

3 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

55 — 65  years 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

65  and  upwards 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Age  unknown  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals  ... 

12 

5 

1 

3 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

Section  47 

Action  had  to  be  taken  during  the  year  in  connection  with  four 
aged  persons  (three  women  and  one  man)  who  were  living  under 
most  unsatisfactory  conditions  and  who  were  in  need  of  care  and 
attention. 

In  each  instance  the  persons  concerned  agreed  to  be  looked 
after  by  relatives  or  to  go  to  a Home  without  recourse  having  to 
be  had  to  a Magistrates’  Court  for  Orders  for  removal  to  suitable 

premises. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH  (All  Ages) 


Cause 


Males  Females  Total 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory  

Syphilitic  disease  

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 
Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  bronchus  ... 
Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ... 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ... 
Coronary  disease,  angina 
Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

Other  heart  disease  

Other  circulatory  disease  

Influenza 

Pneumonia 

Bronchitis 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . . . 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

Congenital  malformations 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases... 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

All  other  accidents 

Suicide  ...  •••  *»• 

Homicide 
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